
8th Grade Unit 1

Grade Level: 8th Grade
Unit Name: Historical/ Cultural Contexts, Theme, Research
Pacing  35-40 days

Priority Standards:

8RL.1.D Using appropriate text,
determine the theme(s) of a text and
analyze its development over the
course of a text; provide an objective
summary of the text.
DOK 3

8RI.2.C Analyze how word choice
and sentence structure contribute to
meaning and tone.  DOK 3

Writing:

8.W.1.A Conduct research to
answer a question (including a self
generated question); gather
relevant, credible sources, print and
digital; integrate information using a
standard citation system. Gather
relevant information from multiple
print and digital sources, using
search terms effectively; assess the
credibility and accuracy of each

Learning Targets:

8.RL.1.D
● I can determine the theme of a

fiction text.
● I can provide an objective

summary of a fiction text.
● I can analyze theme

development over the course
of a fiction text.

8.RI.2.C
I can analyze how word choice

and sentence structure contribute to
meaning.

Writing:

8.W.1.A
● I can gather relevant

information from multiple print
and digital sources.

● I can use search terms
effectively.

● I can assess the credibility of
multiple print and digital
resources.

Supporting Standards:

8RL.3.C Explain how themes reflect
historical and/or cultural contexts.

8RL.2.C Analyze how specific word
choices and sentence structures
contribute to meaning and tone.

8.RI.3.C Explain how the central
ideas of text reflect historical and/or
cultural contexts.

8RL.3.D Read and comprehend
literature, including stories, dramas,
and poems, independently and
proficiently.

8W.3A.b Word choice, syntax, and
style: Choose precise language and
make syntactical choices appropriate
for the style, task, and audience.



source; and quote or paraphrase the
data and conclusions of others while
avoiding plagiarism and following a
standard format for citation. DOK 3

8W.3A.a Review, revise, and edit
writing with consideration for the
task, purpose, and audience. a.
Organization and content: Introduce
the topic, maintain a clear focus
throughout the text, and provide a
conclusion that follows from the text.
Add or delete content and change
organization to achieve the writer's
purpose.  DOK 3

● I can assess the accuracy of
multiple print and digital
resources.

● I can quote or paraphrase
others while avoiding
plagiarism.

● I can follow a standard format
for citation.

8W.3.A.a
I can review, revise, and edit

writing with consideration for the
task, purpose, and audience.

I can introduce the topic,
maintain clear focus throughout, and
provide a conclusion that follows the
text.

I can add or delete content
and change organization to achieve
the writer’s purpose.

Big Ideas:

1. Words are power.
2. All authors have a purpose.

Essential Unit Questions:

1. How can we make our words
more powerful?

2. Why do authors write?

Vocabulary:

Suspense
Textual evidence
Figurative
Connotative
Summarize
Central/Main Idea
Research




